— — Het 1 © # & & = Fe 
Pha . 28 N I 4 & ©. n 

\ „ IE 6-8 * 7 4 2 8 Fi jo 

- = k 3 88 « * * : * . 1 

7 » * i - w : 1 * ö 2 1 , = 3 

4 8 \ l . l * : * a & v5 — 

8 hg: x g 1 3 * x 
2 * þ 1 7 3 
99 x: „ 5 
x 


«> 
** 


. 
4 0 7 vine of Elect 
WH fairly ſtated, 
e 

E RM O 


Preached at Fonrsuourn, in New- 


* 


++. 
. 8 «4 2 1 K* 

g [7 . E | 
+ $4 * o 3 . 
PR 14 N 3 4 q . ( 
II : 8 
g „ 

* 1 «3 Fay * : 


2 7 * 7 
"LF? = P or s # . : { 


— 


"46 


1 Pres 
—— — — 


Preſbyte 42 the Church of England, 


— wp | = 7 kyays 70 give an Anſwer 0 5 
Man bes e you a Reaſon of the Hope that 


** 2; 


15 i Yate with Meekneſs and Fear, 1 Pet. iii. I 5, 


—— ——— P01 P0014) 


. 
” *go & 
>. 
S 1 
« 


PORTSMOUTH: h 


3 Fri. and Sold by Dax TEL FowrIE, at his 
3 Printin g. Oice. M, Dcc, LvII. 


F 


y - 4rt, ur Brorune, A. u. 


[ua , n the 8 ae for propagating the Goſpel in Foreign Parts. 


5 


* 


— — . — 


® 7325 $00 


go} 
E 2 Sch Seve Sc dds GOD dds e 
N 


THE 
ie of Election. 


00990002000029 SEP PD IPOD ODD 


| Firſt Epiſtle of St. Peter 1. Ch. 2 V 7 
leer according to the Forernowledge of Ged. 


HE doctrine of Election, when truly 
ſtated, is undoubtedly founded in rea- 
ſon, and the word of God. All chriſ- 
tians therefore ſhould endeavour to get 
their Judgments rightly informed, in an affair of 
ſo great conſequence. And the ready way there 
unto, is, to diveſt themſelves of the prejudice and 
partiality contracted from education, and an inju- : 
dicious attachment to favourite opinions. It is 
the glory of a man to enquire, examine, prove, 
and then to determine. Let not any prepoſſeſſi- 
ons divert you from ſuch rational purpoſes, but 
reverently attend to what ſhall be delivered, moſt 
affectionately intended for your edification ; to 
enlighten your underſtandings in a point fre- 
quently debated, but not well underftood.--- | 
In order to this, it is my preſent deſign, to lay 
before. you, the different opinions concerning the 
doc ine of. election. | 
And 
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the other, his juſtice, goodneſs, and holineſs, the 


God's gracious acceptation of it, as a pröpitiation- 


whilſt the other maintains that it extends uniyer- 


cerning the IS: of grace, and other means 


"PE 1 F 
8 bal "I I ſhall make ſuch Be and 


Fe uſe ſuch arguments as may determine' us to that 


fide of the queſtion which is moſt eligible. 

Firſt, I am to lay before you, the different opi- 
nions concerning the doctrine of election. 
Now, it may be obſerved, that all parties agree 
in the reality of God's decrees ; that merey-is of- 
fer'd freely to the world in and thro' Teſs Chriſt, 
and that whoſoever is accepted by God, is accepted 
in the belpved.---But altho both parties agree in 
theſe points, and alſo to lay the foundation of 
election in the nature and attributes of God; yet 
they widely differ when they come to an expla- 
nation : for one makes God's abſolute ſovereignty, 


baſis of it.---"Tis abſolute, and without condition, 
fays one; tis upon the condition of faith, holi- 
neſs, and final perſeverance, fays the other; it has 
reſpect to the performances of the creatures fore- 
ſeen from the foundation of the world, ſays one; 
it is founded in God's abſolute will only, and that 
in order to his own glory, ſays the other.---Both 
parties qgree that the decrees of God are his ſecret. 
will : = one maintains that this ſecret will, is 
ſometimes contrary to his revealed will ; and this 
the other abſolutely denies. They are both 
agreed in the merits of Chriſt's death, and in 


for the ſins of mankind. But one limits the in- 
tention of it to thoſe that are predeſtinated to life, 


ſally to all. They agree in their opinions con- 


of 


15 1 


of (alvation inſtituted for the relief and afliftance 
of corrupt humane nature: But theſe means the 
one applies efficacioufly to none but thoſe who 
are abſolutely elected ; whilſt the other thinks it 
more confiſtent with the juſtice and glory of God 
(in a matter of fuch importance, as the ſalvation 


of man) to deal out his aſſiſtance with a more im- 


partial hand, to afford every man ſuch a ſufficiency 
as may qualify him to work out his ſalvation, and 
then to leave him to his own choice, whether he 
will do it or no. — 

In brief, the one maintains, that God in all his 
dealings with men, has regard to nothing but him- 


ſelf, and the manifeſtation of his own glory; which 
conſiſtg (ſay they) in the abſolute exertion of his 


ower and dominion over all his creatures: 


vhilſt the other ſuppoſes, that the happineſs of 


man is taken into conſideration, and that God's 

lory (in the concluſion of all things) will be ren- 
5 conſpicuous in the diſplay of his mercy and 
goodneſs, and other his moſt amiable attributes, 
to his creatures. 

Having thus laid before you the different opi- 
nions( with regard to this much controverted point) 
in as plain and clear a manner as I am able: 

I ſhall now enquire, which of them ſeems moſt 
igrecable to the nature of God, and the notions 
and conceptions we entertain, or ought to enter- 
tain of him. 

And ſecondly, ſhew, which is moſt confonant 
to the genuine ſenſe of God's holy word. 

' Firſt, Tam to enquire, which of theſe opinions 


ſeems moſt agrecable to the nature of God, and 


the 


[6] 


the notions and conceptions, we entertain, or 


ought to entertain of him. 

That God is the Lord, and Sovereign of the 
univerſe, King of kings, Lord of lords, cloathed 
with abſolute authority to govern, to diſpoſe of, 
and to deal with his creatures, according to the 
eſſential dignity and perfection of his nature, is ac- 
knowledged with reverence and fear. But it is 
much to be apprehended, that men are too apt to 
form a judgment of the abſolute power of God, 
from the notions they uſually entertain of the ex- 
erciſe of abſolute power among men; whereas, 
theſe differ as widely, as the power of man does, 
from the power of God. For, properly nn, 
there is no ſuch thing as abſolute power ON cart 
an infinity of things may be named, which it is not 
in the power of the moſt abſolute monarch to per- 


form. Abſolute power among men ſignifies an 


uncontroulable liberty to do all that ſuch power 
can pothbly do; and when thus freed from all 


Sd, it is not at all ſtrange, that it acts things 


wild and extravagant, and ſometimes wills thoſe 
things that are neither right nor juſt.-- But ſuch a 
power as this, is far from being a perfection; it 


can't with any propriety be called abſolute power 


in its true ſenſe; it can never be ſuch, if freed from 
the reſtraints of rectitude, goodneſs, wiſdom and 
juſtice.--- Abſolute power, conſider d in its true 
light, can do no wrong, can neither injure, nor op- 
preſs ; but will do good indifcriminately, judge 

righteouſly, defend the innocent, puniſh the wick- 
I This is the natural and true notion of ſu- 


preme qd abſolute power; and this is our ſecu- 
rity 


[7] 


rity againſt ſuffering wrong and affords us relief 
and ſatisfaction of mind, under many providential 
occurrences. ; 

Accordingly: en (enki the ſenſe of 
mankind, expoſtulated with God; Gen. xviil. 25. 
Shall not the Fudge of all the earth do right? 
And it is demonſtrable, that abſolute power muſt 
be abſolute rectitude, goodneſs, wiſdom and juſtice. 
For all infinite perfections, how various ſoever our 
' conceptions of them may be, are, and can be but 
one infinite perfect being: in a being abſolutely 
perfect, one abſolute perfection can never be di- 
vided, or ſeparated from any other abſolute per- 
fection; abſolute power can never be ſeparated 
from abſolute juſtice, wiſdom, and goodneſs ; for, 
to ſay any being is abſolutely perfect (which 1s the 
moſt natural notion of God) and yet to ſay, it is 
deſtitute of any abſolute perfection, is a manifeſt 
contradiction, This diſcloſes to us the true rea- 
ſon why ſovereign will and power can do no 
wrong : It cannot (you fee) be ſeparated from 
reQitude, wiſdom, goodneſs, and juſtice ; God's 
abſolute power therefore can do nothing but what 
is good, wiſe, and juſt.---But here we muſt be 
careful never to ſay, that every thing 1s good, 
wiſe, and juſt, purely becauſe will'd by abſolute 
power; no, but as the caſe really is, abſolute 
power wills whatever is good, wiſe, and juſt. 

I have been careful in diſtinguiſhing in this caſe, 
becauſe the patrons of abſolute decrees, do attri- 
bute ſuch things to God, as are irreconcileable 
with the notions of infinite juſtice, wiſdom, and 
goodneſs, and think to filence all ob; ections, to 
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juſtify the greateſt abſurdities (I was going to ſay 
impieties) by having recourſe to the ſovereign 
dominion and abſolute power of God, which (fay 
they) can do no wrong ;---and this is a certain un- 
doubted truth, if rightly underſtood---But furely 


it will never be ſaid, that a power can be regu- 


lated by wiſdom, juſtice, and goodneſs, which 


brings creatures into being, or rather deſtinates 


them to everlaſting deſtruction, before they are 
brought into being, for no other reaſon, but be- 
cauſe abſolute ſovereign power wills it ſhall be ſo. 
The pretended decree therefore of reprobation 
muſt be utterly groundleſs and fallacious, being 
inconſiſtent with thoſe adorable attributes of the 
Deity, rectitude, wiſdom, juſtice and goodneſs.--- 
And is it not ſtrange, that ſuch things -ſhould be 
attributed to God, which to the eye of impartial 
reaſon, ſeem not only inglorious, but unjuſt ; and 
that, by thoſe who make God's glory the end of 
all his actions. Surpriſing it is! that they ſhould 
pretend to juſtify proceedings (which they cannot 
prove from any humane principle to be good and 
Juſt) merely from abſolute ſovereignty ; when 


the trueſt, the greateſt glory of abſolute power is 


(as might be demonſtrated) to do the greateſt good. 

But ſecondly, God is an infinitely perfect being, 
infinitely happy in himſelf, whoſe glory can nei- 
ther be leſſened nor advanced by the approbation 
or diſapprobation of any, or of all his creatures ; 


be lis above all bleſjing, all praiſe, and conſequently 


in his glorious deſigns towards us, can be govern d 
by no other motives, but thoſe of our advantage 
and happineſs.---It may be faid, that he acts, to 

| ” | manifeſt 
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Manifeſt his glorious attributes of mercy, juſtice, 
Holineſs and truth; this J readily grant; but then 


] expect it will be allowed, that theſe attiibutes 
are manifeſted for ſome end or other. But what 


end ſhall we think of. They could not be mani- 


feſted for God's own good; becauſe, this would 


be a reflection upon the perfection of his nature; 


which is in itſelf infinitely happy from eternity to 
eternity. It will not be ſaid, they were manifeſt- 
ed for no good; for this would be an impeach- 
ment of his wiſdom. What other end then can 
be thought of, but the good and happineſs of his 
creatures, which is the thing contended for. For 
if it be eſſential to the divine nature to do good, to 


communicate happineſs to the beings he has in 


mercy created, (which is not only the voice of rea- 
ſon, but the general current of ſcripture, which 
repreſents him every where as willing ro have all 
men to be ſaved; and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth ; and accordingly providing for, and ſupply- 
ing them with all the aids and affiſtances neceſſary 
thereto) nothing can be more directly contrary to 
ſuch a diſpoſition than a peremptory reſolution, an 
abſolute decree, to make them miſerable. 

The maintainers of abſolute decrees thus ſetting 
out wrong, it is not to be wondered at, that they 
meet with inſuperable difficulties in ſupporting 
their hypothefis, and that they are forced to found 
the divine decrees upon a ſecret will, which the 
moſt ſubtle and artful among them cannot recon- 
cile with the revealed will of God ; and how 
ſhould they ? fince theſe wills are directly contrary 


to one another; one declaring, that God delights 


not in the death of, finners, but that they ſhould turn 
Ba B | and 


[1]. 
and live; the the that he would have the far 
greateſt part of men to periſh, only, to ſhew his 

ſovereign authority, the abſoluteneſs of his will. 

Hence it is, that they are alſo puzzled to aceount 
for God's impoſing a law upon men, which with- 
out his irreſiſtible grace they cannot obey, and not- 
withſtanding decreeing to with-hold this grace 
from the greater number of them, and for non - 
compliance, puniſhing them as diſobedient, jos 
everlaſting ſlames of vengeance :---And finally, t 
name no more difficulties (of which there 1 
hardly be any end) that they are perplexed to ac- 

count for the promiſes, and threatnings, the exhor- 
tations, proteſtations, and expoſtulations diſperſed 
all thro' the word of God, if man's doom is fix d 
before he is born, and his endeavours beforehand 
determined to be vain and ineffectual, 

II- natured cenſures I diſapprove of; but ſuch 
opinions ſeem to repreſent an infinitely perfect 

God, in a very unfavourable light. 

Hut leaſt any one ſhould ſay, I have exhibited 
an injurious charge, conſult the writings of any of 
the patronizers of abſolute decrees, and you will 
find all the propoſitions mentioned by me, and, 
others of as ſhocking a nature ſtrenuouſly aſſerted. 

But now on the other hand; the oppoſers of this 
ſcheme, (by bringing man into the queſtion, and 
annexing a condition, on the performance or neg- 
lecting of which, the execution of God's decrees is 
ſuſpended, by aſcribing to him ſuch a freedom as 
makes him in ſome meaſure maſter of his own 
actions, which they prove from the powers of mo- 

tion and thought conſtantly exerted by him, and 


without which his actions could not be denomi- 
nated 


V 
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\nated good or evil) ſteer clear of all the foregoing 
difficulties : and this their opinion is not only 
founded i in reaſon, but texts without number are 
produced to confirm it unanſwerably, which it 
. would be tedious now to quote. 

Theſe men inflexibly maintain, that the ſtand- 
ing condition of man's election, both in the old and 
new teſtament is founded in the freedom of man's 
Will, without which he could not be a proper ſub- | 


ject of rewards and puniſhments ; if the wicked 


will turn (ſay they, which ſuppoſes freedom) fra 
all the fins that he has committed, all his tranſgreſſi- 
ons ſhall not be mentioned unto him, in bis righte- 
 6uſneſs that he hath done, ſhall he live; and on the 
other hand; F the righteous man turn from his 
righteouſneſs, all his righteouſneſs ſhall not be ment: - 
_ oned unto. him, in bis ſin that be hath fanned, he ſhall 
die, - Ezek. xvii. C. This is the voice of the 
old teſtament--and the new declares the ſame thing. 

F ye live after the fleſh ye ſhall die, but if ye thro 
the Spirit, do mortyfy he deeds of the body, ye ſhall 
live, ſays, St. Paul, Rom. viii. 13. 1f hw ſhalt 
- confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and 
believe with thine heart, that God hath raiſed him 


1 the dead, thou ſhalt be Javed ; ſays the ſame 


apoſtle. And in other ſcri 1ptures it is written; / 
abe be dead with Chriſt, we ſhall alſo live. with him ; ; 


ver. (u Her, we ſhall. = reign with him; if wwe 
\ deny. him, he'qoill alſo deny us.--- From theſe ſcrip- 


. tyres ; indeed from the 3 tenor of ſeripture, 


the decrees of God ſeem to be founded on certain 
. conditions ; 5 ahd. the performance or non- per for- 


- mance of theſe. conditions is the cauſe of their 


| S cution. : 
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I ſhould now proceed to enquire, whether ef 
theſe opinions redounds moſt to the honour and 
glory of God. Their tendency this way, ſhould 
be I think, the meaſure of our embracing or re- 
jecting them. But previouſly, I would lay this 


dovn as a rule inconteſtible--- That Ged who is 


| ER 5 exalted above all beings; can he govern'd 


no other law; but that of his own perfections, 


his eſſential ww2/dcmr, juſtice, belineſs, and goodneſs; 


1 * 


that in all his decrees, purpoſes, and actions, 


he conſults theſe moral perfectiens, and governs 
himſelf by them; upon which account; they may 
in ſome ſenſe be {aid to be a rule to his will and 
power, as moral laws are to us. The conſequence 
of which muſt be, that God neither chuſes nor 
refuſes, elects nor reprobates; ſaves nor damns, 


without the full conſent and een of theſe 


his moral attributes. 

If this is admitted as a rule, (and I don't e 
how it can with reaſon be denied) then the queſ- 
tion will return; which of theſe opinions, that 
which maintains abſolute, or that which aſlerts 
conditional decrees, is moſt conliſtent- with the 

 honour'and glory of God. - 

And let every man judge for himſelf,” after 1 

have ſtated the matter « as-I ere 25 in a pro- 


f * ti ght. 


The queſtion then in the firſt place; is; Whether 


1255 3 op 5 redound moſt to the honour and 
glory of Go 


which aſſerts, That an infinitely 


good and merciful God determines the everlaſting - 
_ Fate of the ſons of men, without reſpect - to any 
good or evil committed by them; and ſubjects the 
greateſt part of them by an abſolute deoree to ever- 

"NE: 


laſting perdition, tho' equally objects of his pity 
and compaſſion, and equally capable of his mercy ; 
and this, notwithſtanding (in all his revelations 
made in order to the regulation of their lives) He 
invites, encourages, and ſends meſſengers to” be- 
ſeech and pray them to be reconciled. Can ſuch 
an opinion as this redound more to the honour 
and glory of a God of infinite veracity, than that 
opinion which repreſents him as infinitely good, 
merciful, and gracious, willing that all men ſhould 
be ſaved, and accordingly warning and conjuring 
them to avoid the things whicl tend to their eter- 
nal ruin, and by the moſt alluring promiſes, and 
ſtrivings of his bleſſed Spirit drawing them to him- 
ſelf, and directing them to the means by which they 
may eſcape; and when all his methods are finally 
rendered ineffectual thro* their obſtinacy, breaking 
out into the moſt compaſſionate wiſhes, that they, 
had known the things belonging to their peace !--- 
Or 2dly. Whether does that opinion redound 
moſt to the honour and glory of God, which re- 
- preſents him- as chuſing his favourites without 
reaſon, and rewarding: them without any qualifi- 
cations, but ſuch as he irreſiſtibly confers upon 
them ; or that, which ſuppoſes him to deal with 
men according to their works, and to reward them 
according to the improvements of his grace, and 
the ſeveral talents diſpenſed. unto-them. - _ 
Or zdly. Whether that opinion {peaks more 
favourably of God, that repreſents him, as calling 
upon men to caſt away {rom them all their tranſ= 
greſſions, "whereby they have tranſgreſſed, and. lo- 
male ta themſelves a new heart, and new ſpirit ; 
7 when”"the way of life is propounded to them upon 
88 impoſſible 
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| impoſlible terms; or that opinion, -which declares 
ſb ſeoniltent with the divine nature and goodneſs 


to deal inſincerely with his creatures, to direct to 


means inſufficient to produce the deſign'd end, and 
7 to with-hold that, which alone could produce it. 


- Thoſe of the meaneſt capacity are qualified to 
judge which of theſe opinions redound moſt to the 


honor and glory of God. The appeal is to com- 
mon ſenſe, common underſtanding, free from all 


* metaphyſical ſubtilties that may perplex and con- 
Fes wi: meaning, tho weak minds: F or the 
©, pooreſt underſtanding can readily perceiye, how 


abſurd, and really prophane it is, to ſay, that God 
: ſerioully invites, exhorts and requires all men to 
Work out their ſalvation, when by an abſolute de- 
* "TEE, he has rendered the event to the greateſt part 


of them impoſſible; or to repent, when he has 
determined to deny them that repentance, which 
alone can Prevent their damnation. Arguments 


without end might be produced, to ſhew the in- 
: ee of this tremendous, doctrine. . - ne 4 


But FT: droceed to enquire, which of theſe op 
nions is beſt | ſupported by the word of. God: je 
to the {criptures both: ap . | 


The maintainers of abſolute and ireſpclline de- 


oh eres deduce their greateſt ſtrength from the 8 


and 9 chapters to the Romans; where it is ſaid, 
that, «whom be foreknew, be.a 1 0 did pred ftinate 10 
be conform'd to the image gf bus Sn, n, that he might 
be the fir ſt- born among many ET ren. Moreover 
dh he did predeflinate, them he alſo. called, and 
<phom! þe.. called, them, be alſo juſtified ; and when 
he juftified, them he alſo glorified.--- They, imagine, 
that God 8 loving Jac, and hating Ejau, while 

yet 


[15], 


the veſſels of whath, and the riches of bis glory, in 


ſpared. But briefly they are thus reſolved ; 2 


by on the decrees. 


to prove the doctrine of irreſpective election; be- 
cauſe (lay they) ſuch a doctrine deſtroys the natural 
as difference between good and evil, which is at one 
ch blow overthrowing all virtue, all religion, and 
its therefore cannot poſſibly be the doctrine of revela- 
n- WW tion, nor can any meſſenger ſent from God deliver 

it ; but ſhould any attempt to deliver it, they would 
i- MW by that ſingle action, prove themſelves to be im- 


Yr poſtors. Such ſcriptures therefore as ſeem to fa- 
vour this opinion, mult neceſſarily have another 
— meaning, and a different conſtruction muſt be put 
upon them. For to ſuppoſe a creature to be eter- 
„ nally puniſhed for actions, which it was not in his 
power to prevent, nay, which he was under an ab- 
* ſolute neceſſity of committing, is, to ſuppoſe the 
„author of ſuch puniſhment, to be the molt unrea- 
4 ſonable, cruel, tyrannical being, the object of de- 


God! „ | 
But others more moderate and cool, are diſpoſed 
= „ — 


yet in the womb: ; his hardening;the heart of Pha- 
roah ; his dealing: with mankind,” as the porter” / 
does with the clay; his manifeſting his juſtice in 


the weſfels of mercy, do all relate to particular per- 
ſons; and are unanſwerable proofs in their favour: | 

To ſolve theſe difficulties: f ully, and ſeverally, 
would take up more time than can at preſent be 


for further ſatisfaction, we refer you to Dr. Mil- 
In the firſt place then, ſome, and they of note, 


think it altogether needleſs, particularly to examine 
any paſſages that may be produced from ſcripture 


teſtation, and not of love. And far be this from 


JW 
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* 26 
oo gie the proofs produced from ſcripture 3 in fa- 
vour of irreſpective election, a more favourable 
hearing. And to them thus reply; that all the 
paſſages in the new-teſtament concerning the pur- 
poſe, the election, the fofeknowledge, and predeſ- 
tination of God, relate, not to particular perſons, 
but to God's purpoſe and deſign of calling the 


' Gentile world to the knowledge of the Meſſiah. 


This calling of the Gentiles (ay they) prov d a 
ſtumbling block to the Hebrews, and was there- 
fore warmly controverted between the apoſtles 
and the Jews in the very morning of chriſtianity ; 


and as St. Paul was the apoſtle of the Gentiles, it 


might well be expected, that he ſhould be fre- 
ent and copious upon this topick : but no rea- 
Gm in the world can be aſſign'd, for his amuſing 


the people in che very infancy of chriſtianity, with 


high and unſearchable ſpeculations concerning the 
decrees of Ged. They therefore conclude, that 
all paſſages from the 8* and 9 to the Romans, 
are nothing to the purpoſe, not deſign d to deter- 
mine any thing concerning God's decrees, as to 
the final and eternal ſtate of men: the — Mage of 
them is only to juſtify his dealings with the un- 
believing Jews in rejecting them, and admitting 


the Geiles to be his church, upon their faith, 


and ſubmiſſion to the terms, he had propoſed for 
their juſtification and acceptance. This con- 
ſtruction they think warranted from the recapitu- 


lation the apoſtle makes at the concluſion of his 


diſcourſe : hat ſhall we ſay then, or what is the 
ſubſtance of -what .] have. delivered ? Why, it is 
this; that the Gentiles which (before the preach- 
in 8 of the goſpel) followed not after 3 

ave 


”F 1 VP WW By 


elect, are (lay they) of general acceptation; and in 


1 
have yet (thro' faith) attain d unto righteouſneſs ; 
but Iſrael, which followed after the law of righte- 
ouſneſs, (or after righteouſneſs by the law) hath not 
attain'd unto righteouſneſs, becauſe they ſought it not 
by faith in Feſus Chrift. God's love to Jacob, and 
hatred to Eſau, they apply not to them particular- 
ly, but reſpectively to their poſterity : and they 


juſtify this application, from God's words to Re- 


becca, Gen. xxv. 23. Two nations are in thy womb, 
and two manner of people ſhall be ſeparated from 
thy bowels, and the one people ſhall be ſtronger than 


the other, and the elder ſhall ſerve the younger. 


The words, if refer'd perſonally to Jacob and 
Eſau, cannot be true; for Eſau never did perſon- 
ally ſerve Jacob; but the Edomites, the deſcen- 
dants from Eſau, in time became tributaries to 
David. So that the apoſtle is not here diſcourſ- 
ing of any perſonal election to eternal life; for 
then it would follow, that the whole Ration of the 
Jews muſt have been elected to ſalvation ; con- 
trary to the 1 Cer. x. 5. which informs us, that 
God had no pleaſure in many of them ; and that 
the whole poſterity of E/au muſt have been repro- 
bated,and ſo Fob and all his friends muſt have been 
loſt.---After the ſame manner, do they explain the 


potters power over the clay, making ſome veſſels to 


honor, others to diſhonor ; they won't allow, that 
the words refer to any perſonal election to eternal 
life; they ſignify no more than God's diſtinguiſh- 
mg ſome perſons by particular favours, from which 
he excludes others; which being matters of tem- 

noral conſideration, may be done without any im- 

putation to his juſtice.--- The words election and 


the 


[18] a 
the old-teſtament do in fact denote all the nation 
of the Jews; as they do the whole body of chriſti- 
ans in the new. The expreſſion, ordained to eter- 
nal life, means only ſueh as are fitted and prediſ- 
poſed for life, by their own inclination, in concur- 
rence with the act of God. The phraſe, being 
- coritten in the beck of life, ſignifies no more than 
the preſent right of a juſt perſon ( if he conti- 
nues ſo) to enjoy eternal life after death. Blinding 
men's eyes, and hardening their hearts (day they) 
cannot be underſtood of any poſitive act of God, 
but only of his permiſſive will, when he ſuffers 
men, who have abuſed his clemency, to perſevere 
in fubh courſes, as will darken their underſtand- 
ing, and ſtupify their conſciences ; men #/ind their 

een eyes, and harden their hearts, and this by a 
common form of ſpeech is imputed unto God : 
as parents are ſaid by their indulgence, or ſeverity 
to ruin and» harden their children, tho nothing 

vas further from their intention, or their thoughts, 

3 this manner, do the oppoſers of ir reſpective 
election get over all the ſeripture difficulties of 
their adverfaries.--- And now it is their turn to 
oppoſe. , 

This then they lay down as an inconteſtible pro- 
poſition, that Chri/? died for all men. And if they 
can prove this, there ſeems to be an entire end 
to the doctrine of irreſpective election. 

To prove their point; they appeal to the teſti- 
mony of the prophets; to that of an angel of 
God]; of Chriſt Jeſus himſelf, and his apoſtles. 

They begin with the prophet 1/azahb, who in 
his 53“ chapter, expreſſes himſelf (diſcourſing of 
the Lamb of God) in the following manner--- 


Surely, 


ſelves ! - 


4 


Surely, he hath borne our griefs, and carried our 


| ſorrows ; yet did we eſteem him ſtricken, ſmitten of 


God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our 
tranſgreſſions, he was bruifed for our iniquities, the 
chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, and with 
his ftripes we are healed. All wwe like ſheep, have 


gone aſtray, we have turned every one 10 bis own 


<vay, and the Lord laid on him the iniquittes of ts 
all.---This is full to the point, and exceeding plain: 


the iniquities of all that went aſtray, were laid on 


Chriſt,---There is.no neceſſity to have recourſe 
to the other ar becauſe St. Peter declares 
in the 10 chapter of Acts, that to him give all 
the prophets witneſs. But how | in what reſpect 
Why, that thro' his name, whoſoever believeth in 
him ſhall receive remiſſion of fins.--- He came lo bear 
witneſs of the light, ſays John the 'bapti/}, that ail 
men thro him might believe ; and behold (ſays he) 
the Lamb of God, that taketh away the fins of the 
world; Thus all the prophets atteſt this great, 
this comfortable truth. And an angel from hea- 
ven is as explicit and full in his teſtimony to the 
ſhepherds : Fear not, for I bring you glad tidings 


por Cas which fall be to all people, for unto 
yo 


you is born a Saviour, which is Chrift the Lord. 
Luke 2* ch, A very poor foundation of joy would 


this meſſage have proved to all people, if they 


were not to have applied the glad tidings to them- 


With theſe agrees our bleſſed Lord's own teſti- 


monp, as it is recorded in the 30 chapter of St. 
John's goſpel. As Moſes liſted up the ſerpent in 
the wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the ſon of man be lifted 
up, that whoſoever beheveth in him, ſhould not pe- 


riſb, 


41 . 
riſh, But have everlaſting life. God ſent not bis 
Son, to condemn the world, 1 that the world thro 
bim might be ſaved. Laſtly, to this truth, do the 
apoſtles bear witneſs.---The love of Chriſ (ſays St. 

Paul, 2 Cor. 5 ch.) conſtraineth us, becauſe we 
_thus judge, — F one died for all, then were all 
dead; and that he died for all, that they which live, 
ſhould not henceforth live unto themſelues, but to him 
that died for them, and roſe again. And to Tims- 
thy he faith, 1* Ep. 2* ch. There is one God and 
one mediator between God and man, the man Chriſt 
- Feſus, who gave himſelf a ranſom for all, to be tef- 
tified in due time. And to Titus he writes, 2* ch. 
That the trace of God which bringeth ſalvation fo 
all men, hath appeared: And to the Romans, 5 
ch. That, as by the offence of one, judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation, ſo, by the righteouſnejs 
of one, the free gift came upon all men to 0 Juftifica- 
tion. And to the Hebrews he writes, 2* ch. That 
He, by the grace of God, 7aſted death for every 
man. To which St. % agrees, 1* Ep. 2“ ch. 
He is (ſays he) ihe propitiation 5 car fins, and 
not for curs only, but alſo for the fins of the whole 
world. And again, in the 4" chapter of the ſame 
Epiſtle, he takes in all the apoſtles, as bearing 
teſtimony to this truth; Ve have ſeen, and do 
zefirfy, that the Father ſent the Son, to be the ſavi- 
cur of the world. From theſe ſcripture evidences, 
as Clear as the ſun at noon-day, it is concluded, 
A that the doctrine of abſolute irreſpective election, 
„ is void of all foundation. And for a further diſ- 
„ proof of it, the pernicious conſequences of the 
8 doctrine are urged with great force, as rendering 
4 men careleſs of their actions, negligent of their 
7 . P 
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prayers; and ſometimes plungingthem into deſpair, 


bis oftener lulling them into profound ſecurity. 
But is there no. reply made by the oppoſite 


party to theſe arguments ? Yes truly, they tell us, 
that all men (in theſe ſcriptures) does not mean all 


men, but only the elect; that every man does not 
mean every man, but only every one of the elect; 


that the world does not mean 7he.aohole world, bot | 


only the world of believers ; and that the whole 
world does not mean the whole world, but only 
the. whole world of the elect. —Credat TuUdeus 


Appella !—But is it not ſurpriſing that men of let- 
ters and underſtanding can content themſelves 
With ſuch ſenſeleſs evalions ! The force of preju- 


dice never appeared more clearly | in any point that 
ever was controverted. 

For, the ſcriptures are ſo far from calling the 
ele, the world, and the whole world, that the 


elect are diſtinguiſhed i in holy writ every where 


from the world. if Je Were of the world (lays 


our Saviour) John 15 ch. the world would love 
ils own, but becauſe I have choſen you, out of the 
\ world, therefore the world bateth . Novy 


hearken to St. Paul, and you will ſoon under- 


- ſtand; what that world "as, that Chriſt died for. 


In the 5 chap. to the Romans he tells us, hat 


d when we were yet without flrengthy Christ tied ' for 
the ungodly ; and again, at the, 8 verſe of the 


ſame chapter, he e while. we were yet finners, 


: Chrift died for us. Once more, at the 100 vexſe, 


when, die were enemies, we were reconciled by the 
death of his Son. To quote no more ſcripture 

upon the occaſion ; ;. St. Peter ſays, that Chriſt © 
bath ance ſalfer d fer fins, the Juſt for the unjuſt. 


1 Ep. 3* ch, 15 ver, Fauſe 
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8 "pps how a while; and FAR can the elect 
as elect be called unjuſt ? It is impoſſible Chriſt 
therefore did not die for the  ele@t;as elect; no, 
. he died for the whole world, which St. Jobn ſaid, 
n wickedneſs, — 8 
Should it be replied, that the elect were fin- 
ners once as well as others; 1 anſwer, no doubt 
of it: But ſurely they could not be finners, if 
they were elected in Chtiſt from the beginning: 
all are undoubtedly ſinners whilſt out of Chrift, 
without hope, and without God in the world 
But ſurely thoſe that were elected to ſalvation 
from all eternity, could not be ſaid to be without 
' hope, and without God in the world ! Chriſt is ſaid 
"to come to preach deliverance to the captive, — 
can the elect as elect be captive ? Can they 
bound that were made free from the wee” Fling 
of the world ?-- From hence it is plain, that the 
*dodrine of irreſpective election, Chriſt's dying for 
the elect as ele, and them only, is little ſhort of 


downright nonſenſe and confuſion. Chriſt there- 
” fore muſt undoubtedly have died for finners, and 
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© as all men are ſinners, Chriſt muſt have died for 

5 all the ſons of Adam. | 

i Andhere I might challenge all the ealtnittrs of 
10 jrreſpective election to produce from Genes to the 

* © *" Revelation,: any one textthat ſays, our Saviour did not 

if die for all; or that affirms; he died only for ſome. 

1 But is not Chriſt to be our Judge? (So the 

I. ſocriptures declare) that Chriſt ſhall judge the 
* world. Now can he be qualified to judge the 

„ „ Woyrld, if he did not die for the world ? Can 

"i he judge the world according to the goſpel, when 

| oy there never was. any goſpel, any — yr 

[ _— Et” Hor 


1 
for the greater part of the world. If Chriſt did 


not die for all, unbelief can be no ſin in them that 


finally periſh ; nay it would be a ſin to believe in 
Chriſt, becauſe if he did not die for ſuch, their 
belief would be no better than a lye. Such ab- 


ſurdities do unavdidably follow from the doctrine 
of irreſpective election. | 


Should it now be enquired, if Chriſt died for 


all, how comes it to pals, that all are not ſaved ? 


I anſwer, becauſe all do not believe in the name 


of the only begotten Son of God. God called, 


and they refuſed to anſwer, he ſtretched out his 
hand, and they regarded not; he reproved them, 


but they ſet at nought his reproofs ; they denied 
the Lord that bought them: And becauſe they 
received not the love of the truth, that they might 
be ſaved ; God therefore gave them up to deluſi- 
ons, to believe a lye, and to be damned. 

How often would I have gathered you together, 
and ye would not, ſays our Lord! Ve would not! 
Attend to theſe words, they contain the true 
reaſon, why all men are not ſaved. God forces 
ſalvation on no man, but leaves them to everlaſt- 
ing deſtruction, who. do not believe, and obey the 


goſpel. 


May we be enabled to believe and obey thro 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ; To whom, &c. 
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